
desires and ambitions. His 
ambition was greater.  

The sadness, downhearted-
ness of the disciples in their 
disappointment, is one 
which we all know. Life 
has its disappointments and 
low moments for all of us. 
Jesus doesn’t promise to 
make us happy throughout 
the journey of our life. But 
he does promise that he 
will be there and will walk 
by our sides. Sometimes he 
will be unperceived by us 
at first, but he is there.  

We can know his presence 
alongside us at all times 
through the Word and the 
Eucharist, just like the two 
disciples. At this time, we 
cannot share the Eucharist. 
Now is the time to discov-
er the ability of the Lord to 
walk by our side in his 
Word, in the Scriptures, 
and set our hearts on fire, 
just like the two disciples. 

The Gospel at Mass today 
is the appearance of the 
Risen Lord to the two dis-
ciples on the road to Em-
maus. There is always 
something new to be seen 
in this passage. The heart 
of the passage is Jesus com-
ing and walking, unrecog-
nised, at the side of his 
disciples. He isn’t recog-
nised, because the two 

disciples don’t yet have a 
living hope-filled faith in 
the risen Christ. They had 
liked the words and actions 
of Jesus. They believed 
that he was the promised 
Messiah. But the way they 
thought of the Messiah was 
as a political leader, and 
Jesus simply wasn’t that 
sort of Messiah. He had 
disappointed their earthly 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Zita 

1212-1272 
As a girl, this Italian saint 
became a household serv-
ant to a wealthy family. 
Her hard work and evident 
goodness attracted the 
hatred of her fellow serv-
ants. Her faith and inner 
peace helped her overcome 
this, and became house-
keeper. Zita believed that 
hard work was what God 

wanted of her, and that her 
devotion would be empty 
if accompanied by idleness. 
She woke up early so as to 
be able to pray, and she 
went to Mass each day. 
Her hard work for the fam-
ily was matched by her 
devotion to the poor. She 
died still in service to the 
same family. Soon after her 
death, miracles were pro-
duced at her intercession. 
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Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
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birmingham.org 
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CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
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Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Saturday Marie & Christine Twomey Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday John Martin Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Special Intention (MM) 

Adam Ostrowski 

Cecil Aston 

Monday Requiem Mass for Annie Woollam RIP Friday Requiem Mass for Tom Flannigan 

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is usually offered by Fr Julian 

at about 11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. Please unite your intentions to these cel-
ebrations, even though you cannot be present. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency, 

preferably by email to fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk (received immediately). 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will 

be able to be arranged. 

Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 

later (use above email address).  

The Sanctuary Lamps in our churches remain lit, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. If 
you would like to dedicate a lamp for a week, please follow the same instructions as for a Mass, 
but please mark the envelope ‘Lamp dedication’ and indicate the preferred church, or just email 

Fr Julian and give the donation later. If you would like to light any candles, this can also be 
done—follow the same procedure, but mark the envelope ‘Votive candles’. 

We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you can 

please set up a Standing Order or give online (See opposite) 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 

be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 
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Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but 

they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you 
want to have others pray for, then please email your in-
tentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confi-

dential prayer line, subject to normal safeguarding. 

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold. You can still donate to 
Teenage Cancer Trust at www.justgiving.com/

fundraising/frjuliancamino  
You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino 

blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  

You can also look in at the shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham who have a live-stream for Mass and Devotions 
at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online  To access 
the Partnership of Parishes YouTube channel, please 
search YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use 
this link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

Biddulph foodbank update 
We have had an increase in peo-
ple coming for help from the 
foodbank. Please continue to 
give your food items at Sains-
bury’s in Bidduph, or outside St 
Lawrence’s church door 9am to 
5pm any day. If you know any-

one who needs help, and they cannot access any other 
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If 
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not 
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food 
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday. 

supporting your  parish           
financially at this time 

It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work  and 

choose the parish you wish to donate to. 

easter duties &                 
Sunday obligation 

The Bishops of England and Wales have dis-
pensed the Easter Duties for the year 2020. Be-
cause it is impossible to go to Mass, everyone is also 
dispensed from the Obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days until further notice.  

Prayer in Lockdown 

Ever present God, 
be with us in our isolation, 

be close to us in our distancing, 
be healing in our sickness, 

be joy in our sadness, 
be light in our darkness, 

be wisdom in our confusion, 
be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, 

that when the doors reopen 
we may with the zeal of Pentecost 

inhabit our communities 
and speak of your goodness 

to an emerging world. 
For Jesus’ sake.                                                        

Amen. 



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July). All contributions made will 
be held over. The Annual draw will 
be made at Christmas, and the 200 
Club will from now on be January to 
December each year.  

John 10:1-10 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and 
a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of 
the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one 
by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has 
brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
because they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run 
away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’ Jesus 
told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant 
by telling it to them. So Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I tell you most 
solemnly, I am the gate of the sheepfold. All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; but the sheep took no notice of them. I am 
the gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe: he will go 
freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have 
life and have it to the full.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Special Int (PC) 
St John’s: Mary Zowada 
English Martyrs’: Ann Wright &  
Barbara Johnson 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedi-
cated. Minimum donation £5 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Annie Woollam. Graveside 
Service and Burial at Tunstall Ceme-
tery on Monday 27th April. 
And also for the soul of Thomas Flan-
nigan. Graveside Service and Burial 
at Biddulph on Friday 1st May. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, 
as they are restricted to the closest family, 
but please pray for the souls of those who 
have died. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400.  

KEY VERSE: “I tell you most solemnly, I am the 
gate of the sheepfold" (v. 7) 
TO KNOW: The figure of God as a shepherd who 
guides and protects the flock was taken from Israel's 
pastoral life. Sheep that belonged to various shep-
herds were brought together in a sheepfold at night. 
At daybreak, the watchman would open the gate. 
The shepherd knew his own sheep and he would call 
each one by name as he led them out of the sheep-
fold. The sheep recognized the shepherd's voice and 
would follow no one else. The shepherd would walk 
ahead of his flock as they followed him to a place 
where they would be safe from thieves who might 
come to "steal and slaughter and destroy" (v.10). 
Jesus is the "gate for the sheep" (v.7). Those who 
enter through him will be saved. 
TO LOVE: Do I pray for the Pope who shepherds 
God's people? 
TO SERVE: Risen Lord, help me to follow you as 
you guide me day by day.  

Biddulph & Packmoor 125 Club 
We will also be halting the 125 Club 
draws for four months, and will 
begin again at the beginning of July. 
All monies paid will be held over till 
the 125 club begins again.  

Good Shepherd Sunday 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter is referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday. In John 21:15-18, Jesus makes Peter the chief shep-
herd of the flock. This day was designated in 1964 as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pope Benedict XVI calls for 

everyone to pray for vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life. His Holiness would like to invite all the faithful to 
“cultivate an intimate relationship with Christ, Master and Pastor of His people, imitating Mary who guarded the divine 
mysteries in her heart and contemplated them assiduously." The Church's sanctity depends essentially on her union with 

Christ and her openness to the mystery of grace at work in the hearts of believers.  


